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fought vainly for these high ideals. At the
end of my first year as director general I had
not made one-tenth the progress I had hoped
for. Figuring on the rate of progress I was
making, I saw that a lifetime would be too
short to accomplish anything. It was then
that I would have despaired, if my Welsh
blood had not been so stubborn. I summoned
new courage and went on with the work. At
the end of the fourth year I began to see re-
sults from my preliminary efforts. The con-
vention of 1910 showed that the membership
was eighty thousand, distributed among three
hundred and thirty-three lodges. It was
resolved to start the actual work of founding
an educational institution. A tax of two cents
a week was laid on members and later in-
creased to four cents. Land was nought, a
jbuilding erected and in 1913 the scnool wan
dedicated by Thomas R. Marshall, Vice-
President of the United States. There were
eleven children established in the home.
Soon the lodge membership increased enor-
mously. Having passed the hundred thou-
sand mark it swept on to the half million
goal. The "Mooseheart idea/' as we called it,
had caught the imagination of the men.
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